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the opportunity to embarrass and alarm the President. As fast as one modification of the Senate Bill was voted down, he presented another. No limitation was allowed to* the time for which the embargo was to prevail, nor was any class of vessels, except at the discretion of the President, to be exempted. Five days after the Orders in Council reached Jefferson, he signed the act for an absolute embargo and thus became master of the commerce of his country—a power to which neither George III nor Napoleon had ever approached. The reason assigned for the measure was that a lack of trade with the United States would bring England to her knees.
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